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King that he employed Irishmen and Scotchmen in his army and tried to engage Frenchmen and Danes; but it must be remembered that the rebels were the first to bring in the Scotch and would not have hesitated to introduce other ^nationalities if it had been possible. Foreign mercenaries were commonly used by all Governments in the seventeenth century, and it was a sign of Cromwell's genius that he fanned the new spirit of nationalism and created a professional English Army which triumphed everywhere.
In fact, the King was destroyed by the rising tide of individualism, political and religious, and, though he might have saved his life if he had been cleverer and less principled, he could not have saved the monarchy. After all, it was not the power that brought him to the scaffold that ultimately triumphed, but the power that impeached StrafFord and Laud and voted the Petition of Right and the Grand Remonstrance. As soon as Cromwell was dead the Army and Levellers were swept away by the Royalists and Presbyterians uniting on the crest of a great wave of reaction which restored Charles II to the throne. The old Parliament, which Pride had purged and Cromwell contemptuously dismissed, re-emerged and really ruled the country. Charles II, with a good deal of skill, kept up the struggle against Parliamentary supremacy, but James II was more moral and quite unskilful, and with his flight (forty years after his father's death) monarchical government disappeared in England.
When everything has been said against Charles I -that he was pedantic and misanthropic, rigid